Date:
Time:
Location:

Members Present:

Staff Present:

Roll Call

a w0 N PRF

Call to Order

N —
Burlington

Special Council

Minutes

June 15, 2026
9:30 a.m.
Council Chambers, City Hall, second floor

Mayor Marianne Meed Ward
Councillor Kelvin Galbraith
Councillor Lisa Kearns
Councillor Rory Nisan
Councillor Shawna Stolte
Councillor Paul Sharman
Councillor Angelo Bentivegna

Curt Benson, Chief Administrative Officer

Blake Hurley, Commissioner, Legal and Legislative Services/City
Solicitor

Jacqueline Johnson, Commissioner, Community Services

Scott Hamilton, Commissioner Public Works

Craig Millar, Chief Financial Officer

Stephen Robichaud, Commissioner, Development and Growth
Management

Mike de Rond, City Clerk/Director, Legislative Services

Debbie Hordyk, Administrative Assistant to the City Clerk

Land Acknowledgement

National Anthem

Approval of the Agenda

Moved by: Councillor Galbraith
Seconded by: Councillor Sharman



Approve the Special Council agenda for Monday, June 15, 2026.

IN FAVOUR: (7): Mayor Meed Ward, Councillor Galbraith, Councillor Kearns,
Councillor Nisan, Councillor Stolte, Councillor Sharman, and Councillor
Bentivegna

CARRIED (7 to 0)

Declarations of Interest

None

Presentations

None

Delegations

None

Items to be considered at the Special Meeting of Council

9.1 Information on the new Development Charge Reduction Program (FIN-06-
26) (SD)

Receive for information finance department report FIN-06-26 regarding
information on the Development Charge Reduction Program; and

Direct the CAO to work with appropriate staff to submit a list of projects
and apply to the Development Charges Reduction Program on the basis
that through the application the City requests to get credit for:

1. the significant development charge reductions for new residential
units (28%) already made and in effect; and

2. the development charge exemptions available for a broad range of
housing through the amended Community Improvement Plan; and

3. that the City’s 10% portion be eliminated or funded from non-tax
supported sources, including HAF and development charges.

IN FAVOUR: (7): Mayor Meed Ward, Councillor Galbraith, Councillor
Kearns, Councillor Nisan, Councillor Stolte, Councillor Sharman, and
Councillor Bentivegna

CARRIED (7 to 0)



Moved by: Councillor Bentivegna
Seconded by: Councillor Galbraith

Whereas on March 30, 2026, the federal and provincial government
signed the Canada-Ontario Partnership to Build agreement to
support the shared goals of building more homes faster, making
housing more affordable and accelerating key infrastructure projects
to protect jobs and help communities grow, and the agreement
included $8.8 billion in federal and provincial funding over 10 years
to support housing-enabling infrastructure investments for
municipalities; and

Whereas on June 1, 2026, the Province released information on the
Development Charge Reduction Program, including details on the
application process, eligibility and assessment criteria and funding
requirements; and

Whereas municipalities had limited opportunity to provide input on
the program design prior to its release, despite the commitment of
up to $8.8 billion for housing enabling infrastructure representing a
significant investment in municipal infrastructure and housing
priorities; and

Whereas eligible projects must primarily enable the construction of
new housing units, accelerate the delivery and implementation of
shovel-ready infrastructure projects in the municipality’s DC
background study and capital plan, begin construction by July 31,
2030, and be complete by October 31, 2035; and

Whereas applications will also be assessed based on the percentage
of committed DC rate reduction, the number of housing units
projected to be built as a result of the proposed DC relief, and the
municipality’s financial contribution, with at least 10 per cent of
eligible project costs to be funded by the municipality; and

Whereas the City supports the objectives of the Canada-Ontario
Partnership to Build and recognizes the importance of senior
government investment in housing-enabling infrastructure; and

Whereas the City has already taken significant Council-approved
actions to reduce its DC rates, which are among the lowest in Halton
Region and low compared to other GTHA municipalities, and has
also used other municipal and planning tools, including the City of
Burlington Housing Community Improvement Plan, to support
housing supply, affordability and complete communities; and
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Whereas the current DCRP design, including the requirement for an
across-the-board 30 per cent to 50 per cent residential DC reduction,
the minimum municipal contribution requirement, the March 30, 2026
measurement date and the absence of a mechanism to cap municipal
exposure, presents significant municipal financial exposure; and

Whereas in addition to the risk that the program could result in a
subsidy from City taxes, there does not appear to be consideration
given to early and creative actions already enacted by municipalities
to support the creation of new housing while also meeting specific
housing targets and goals to deliver complete communities; and

Whereas a number of Council-approved actions have been
implemented that support the creation of housing and do not impact
the tax base, including:

* a staff-driven initiative to reduce the proposed DC rates to mitigate
the proposed increase in the DC Background Study that has been in
effect since June 2024, resulting in residential DC rates being
reduced by 28 per cent and non-residential DC rates being reduced
by 32 per cent;

» development of the City’s first Affordable Rental Housing
Community Improvement Plan, including 10 programs in 2025;

* amendments to the Affordable Rental Housing Community
Improvement Plan in May 2026 to broaden the scope of the CIP and
develop a suite of new temporary programs in the now named City of
Burlington Housing Community Improvement Plan, approved in May
2026 and currently within the appeal period, including DC grant
programs to incentivize purpose-built rental units and ownership
units with criteria related to built form, bedroom numbers and unit
size, including within midrise and tall buildings, as well as other
temporary programs including a Missing Middle Municipal Fee
Waiver, Tax Increment Equivalent Grants and Accessible Design
Grant;

* modernized Official Plan policies and associated Residential
Zoning By-law to support the creation of new residential units;

» completion of all Housing Accelerator Fund Action Plan items; and

Whereas in considering the DCRP, staff also note that Council
recently reviewed options to support housing through development-
related financial incentives, and through that work, broad DC
reductions were identified as presenting financial and
implementation risks, including reduced flexibility in future DC by-
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10.

law updates, limitations in targeting specific housing policy
objectives and pressure on tax-supported funding sources; and

Whereas Council ultimately approved amendments to the City’s
housing-related Community Improvement Plan as a more targeted,
temporary and controlled approach to supporting housing while
protecting existing taxpayers;

Therefore be it resolved that staff submit a list of projects and apply
to the Development Charge Reduction Program on the basis that,
through the application, the City requests to receive credit for:

1. the significant development charge reductions for new residential
units, being 28 per cent, already made and in effect; and

2. the development charge exemptions available for a broad range of
housing through the amended Community Improvement Plan; and

3. the City’s 10 per cent portion being eliminated or funded from non-
tax-supported sources, including Housing Accelerator Fund funding
and development charges;

Therefore be it further resolved that the CAO provide an
accompanying letter to the City of Burlington’s application under the
DCRP detailing these considerations and requesting that the Ministry
of Municipal Affairs and Housing and Housing, Infrastructure and
Communities Canada evaluate program applications with fair
consideration for previous municipal actions to reduce DCs and
provide flexibility in working with municipalities to ensure successful
program implementation;

Therefore be it further resolved that a copy of this motion be shared
with the Premier, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, the
Minister of Finance, Halton Regional Council, all Ontario
municipalities, the Association of Municipalities of

Ontario and the Federation of Canadian Municipalities.

IN FAVOUR: (7): Mayor Meed Ward, Councillor Galbraith, Councillor
Kearns, Councillor Nisan, Councillor Stolte, Councillor Sharman, and
Councillor Bentivegna

CARRIED (7 to 0)

Confidential ltems and Closed Meeting

None



11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Rise and Report
NA
Motion to Receive and File Information ltems

Moved by: Councillor Stolte
Seconded by: Councillor Kearns

Receive and file information items, having been considered by Council:

CARRIED

12.1 CAO-02-26 Staff Supplemental Memo on Report FIN-06-26 Requesting
Resolution for Council Consideration (003)

12.2 Correspondence WEHBA regarding Information on the new Development
Charge Reduction Program (FIN-06-26) (SD)

12.3 Correspondence BiLD regarding Information on the new Development
Charge Reduction Program (FIN-06-26) (SD)

Motion to Approve By-Laws
None
Confirmatory By-Law

Moved by: Councillor Nisan
Seconded by: Councillor Bentivegna

Enact and pass By-law Number 35-2026 being a by-law to confirm the
proceedings of Special Council at its meeting held June 15, 2026 being read a
first, second and third time.

IN FAVOUR: (7): Mayor Meed Ward, Councillor Galbraith, Councillor Kearns,
Councillor Nisan, Councillor Stolte, Councillor Sharman, and Councillor
Bentivegna

CARRIED (7 to 0)

Motion to Adjourn

Moved by: Councillor Stolte
Seconded by: Councillor Galbraith

Adjourn this Council now to meet again at the call of the Mayor.

10:04 a.m.



CARRIED

Mike de Rond Marianne Meed Ward
City Clerk Mayor



