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Staff Memo 

 

SUBJECT: Burlington Arts and Culture Fund Grant 2026 Recipients 

TO:             Council Information Package 

FROM:        Community Services 

                     Recreation, Community and Culture 

Report Number: CSS-09-26 

Wards Affected: all 

Date to Committee: N/A 

Date to Council: N/A 

CIP Date: 4/10/2026 

 

Memo Details 

This memo provides an update on the Burlington Arts and Culture Grant program, including 

successful projects and funding allocation for 2026. 

Background: 

Approved by Council in 2017 with Report PB-58-17, the Burlington Arts and Culture Grant 

(BACG) provides support to local artists, multicultural groups, and arts and culture 

organizations to foster creativity and enrich how Burlington residents experience and engage 

with arts and culture. 

Since 2018, the BACG has provided $573,343 to support the creation of 136 arts and cultural 

projects across the city. This investment has played a meaningful role in strengthening 

Burlington’s cultural sector, supporting emerging and established artists, cultural professionals, 

and multicultural groups, while contributing to a vibrant, inclusive community. 

Details: 

The 2026 BACG accepted applications from January 5 to February 2, 2026. The program 

received 29 applications with a total funding request of $180,557. Applications were evaluated 

by a peer assessment jury and internal staff, based on program and artistic merit, inclusion, 

community impact, and project delivery. Peer assessment jury members included: Lana 

Button, Alexander Chorny, Dianne Pearce, Quintin Teszeri, and Hayley Verrall (Jury Chair). 
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A total of $75,000 was awarded to 15 projects, reflecting a range of disciplines and a balance 

of geographic and cultural representation across the city. 

Grant support emerged as one of the key themes identified through community engagement 

for the Culture Plan. In parallel with the recently approved Community Investment Policy, staff 

are actively exploring opportunities to strengthen and enhance support to the community. 

Project descriptions can be found online at burlington.ca/artsandculturegrant 

Approved Projects - 2026/2027 

Project Name Applicant 

Burlington Latin Festival Latin Legacy Association 

Elizabeth Gardens Art Walk Elizabeth Gardens Creative Collective 

Broadway Comes to Burlington Burlington Symphony Orchestra 

So You Think You Can’t Dance Burlington Footnotes 

Summer Break Seniors’ Showcase Voices Music Collective 

The Artist’s Mark 2026 Burlington Fine Arts Association 

Lunar New Year Celebration Gala Redleaf Cultural Integration 

Spellbound Immersive Choral Concert Myriad Ensemble 

Telling Tales Festival Telling Tales 

Walking Through the Fire - Indigenous 

Collaborations Culture Days Celebration 
Chris McKhool, Sultans of String 

Love in the time of Shadia and Layla Murad Sounds from Damascus 

Voice of Burlington 2027 Greater Burlington Tamil Association 

Burlington Inspired Paint by Numbers Hope Flynn 

Opera in a Trunk Southern Ontario Lyric Opera 

Halton Freedom Celebration Festival Halton Black History Awareness Society 

 

Author: 

Kim Selman 

Manager, Cultural Programs 

Recreation, Community and Culture 

Kim.selman@burlington.ca 
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Attachments: 

N/A 

Memo Approval: 

All memos are reviewed and approved by the Commissioner, Head of Corporate Affairs, Chief 

Financial Officer, and Commissioner of Legal and Legislative Services/City Solicitor. 
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Staff Memo 

 

SUBJECT: Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) Postings Update 

TO:             Council Information Package 

FROM:        Development and Growth Management 

                     Community Planning 

Report Number: DGM-32-26 

Wards Affected: All 

Date to Committee: April 13, 2026 

Date to Council: April 21, 2026 

CIP Date: 4/10/2026 

 

Purpose 

On March 30, 2026, the Province of Ontario introduced Bill 98 Building Homes and Improving 

Transportation Infrastructure Act, 2026.  The elements of Bill 98 were posted to the 

Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) for consultation for a 30 day or 45 day period 

respectively. The purpose of this memo is to provide Council with a summary of the 

Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) postings proposing major changes to Ontario’s 

planning framework. The proposed Bill proposes changes to nearly every part of the 

development process, including but not limited to, policy related to: Official Plans, Site Plan 

Control, parkland dedication, complete application requirements, communal servicing, 

minimum lot sizes, digital submissions, and the Parkway Belt West Plan. The table below 

provides a high-level overview of each of the postings to the ERO. Staff will review each ERO 

posting in detail and will report back with more comprehensive analysis and comments. 

Memo Details 

The following tables provide a high-level summary of each ERO posting, including brief staff 

comments.  
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GENERAL  

ERO Posting Summary Implications 

ERO# 026-
0300 

 

Proposed 
changes to: 
Planning Act, 
City of Toronto 
Act, 2006, 
Building Code 
Act, 1992 and 
Municipal Act, 
2001 Changes  
 
(Schedules 1, 
2 and 7 of Bill 
98, the 
Building 
Homes and 
Improving 
Transportation 
Infrastructure 
Act, 2026) 

 

Comments 
Due:  

April 29, 2026 

Consultation on changes proposed 
under Bill 98 (Schedules 1, 2 and 
7). If passed, proposed changes 
include: 

 Streamlining and Standardizing 
Official Plans  

 Complementary Changes to 
Support Implementation of 
Streamlining and Standardizing 
Official Plans 

 Site Plan: Prohibit Mandatory 
Municipal Enhanced 
Development Standards and 
Green Building Standards  

 Setting minimum Lot Sizes on 
parcels of urban residential 
land outside the Greenbelt 
Area 

 Removing legislative 
requirements related to 
Minister’s Zoning Orders 

 Removing Simcoe County’s 
planning responsibilities, 

 Allowing encumbered parkland 
and privately owned public 
spaces (POPS) to count 
towards parkland dedication 
requirement 

 From October 23 to November 22, 
2025, the Province of Ontario 
consulted on simplifying and 
standardizing official plans through 
ERO 025-1099. The province was 
seeking feedback to simplify, 
standardize and make more 
permissive municipal official plans 
that were shorter, easier to 
understand and consistent across 
Ontario. The ERO identified a series 
of discussion questions relating to 
the proposal for a standard chapter 
table of contents for Official Plans, a 
limit to the length of official plans to 
a set page limit and creating 
permissive land use designations.  

 Through DGM-103-25, staff 
provided comments on ERO 025-
1099, generally supporting the intent 
to improve clarity, consistency and 
efficiency in land use planning, 
however noted that a 
standardization of Official Plans and 
set page limits will negatively impact 
the ability to reflect and incorporate 
local vision and context into policy.  

 As noted through Report DGM-63-
25, Evolving the targeted 
realignment workplan, staff were 
already exploring a made in 
Burlington approach to evolve and 
streamline BOP, 2020 utilizing 
innovative technology that is 
representative of the community and 
Council’s vision for the City’s Official 
Plan and will continue to do so in 
future phases of work.  

 Staff have also provided comments 
on ERO 019-6172 regarding 
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parkland dedication on encumbered 
land, cautioning that it may limit 
design and quality of public spaces, 
as well as availability due to repairs 
in underground infrastructure. 

ERO# 026-
0309 

Proposed 
Regulation to 
Prohibit 
Mandatory 
Enhanced 
Development 
Standards as 
a Condition of 
Land Division 
Approvals 

 

Comments 
Due:  

May 14, 2026 

Proposed Minister’s regulation that 
would have the effect of removing 
authority to require, as a condition 
of land division approvals, 
mandatory enhanced development 
standards at the lot level (outside 
of buildings - i.e. green 
development standards), that are 
not specifically required for health, 
safety, accessibility or protection 
of adjoining lands (e.g., 
stormwater management).    

  

If passed, it would involve changes 
to the: Planning Act, Municipal Act, 
Building Code Act, and City of 
Toronto Act.  

 

This may have implications on the 
City’s Official Plan Policies and Zoning 
By-law regulations and implementation 
practices.  
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ERO# 026-
0305 

 

Proposed 
Changes to 
Various 
Regulations 
Under the 
Planning Act 
to Facilitate 
the Electronic 
Submission of 
Information 
and Materials 
to Approval 
Authorities 
and Allow 
Notices to be 
Given 
Electronically 
to the 
Province 

 

Comments 
Due:  

May 14, 2026 

To support the government’s move 
towards building a digital Ontario:  

 remove the requirement for 
information and material to 
include an original or certified 
copy, and  

 allow required notices to be 
given electronically to the 
Ministry of Municipal Affairs 
and Housing.  

Affecting the following regulations: 

 O. Reg. 543/06: Official plans 
and plan amendments   

 O. Reg.  545/06: Zoning by-
laws, holding by-laws and 
interim control by-laws  

 O. Reg. 544/06: Plans of 
subdivision   

 O. Reg. 197/96: Consent 
applications 

 

The proposed changes may impact the 
City’s information communication 
practices.  

 

 

 

STANDARDIZED OFFICIAL PLAN 

ERO Posting Summary Staff Comments 

ERO# 025-
1099 

 

Consultation 
on Simplifying 
and 
Standardizing 
Official Plans  

 

Decision Summary:  
 

The government has proposed 
legislative changes to the 
Planning Act through the 
proposed Building Homes and 
Improving Transportation 
Infrastructure Act, 2026 to 
simplify, standardize and make 
more permissive municipal 

 As mentioned above under Staff 
comments for ERO# 026-0300 Staff 
provided comments to this ERO on 
November 21, 2025 supporting 
improving clarity, consistency, and 
efficiency in Official Plans but stressed 
the need to preserve local context and 
flexibility. 
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Decision 
Posted: 
March 30, 
2026  

Comment 
Period 
(CLOSED): 
November 22, 
2025  

 

official plans so they are shorter, 
easier to understand, and more 
consistent across Ontario. 

ERO #026-
0315 

 

Consultation 
on upper-tier 
official plans, 
secondary 
plans, and site 
and area-
specific 
policies 

 

Comments 
Due:  

April 29, 2026 

 

A proposal to simplify and 
standardize the format of official 
plans for upper-tier 
municipalities as well as a 
proposal for secondary plans 
and site- and area-specific 
policies (SASPs).   

 Limiting duplication with 
official plans of lower-tier 
municipalities by creating 
specific land use 
designations that only apply 
to official plans of upper-tier 
municipalities with planning 
responsibilities. 

 Creation of a distinct 
framework + clear 
parameters for secondary 
plans and SASPs to increase 
consistency across 
municipalities while 
preserving development 
permissions. 

 

The proposed changes may impact Official 
Plan processes including the Targeted 
Realignment Workplan as referenced 
above. 
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SITE PLANS  

ERO Posting Summary Staff Comments 

ERO# 026-
0310 

Proposal to 
reform site 
plan control 
under the 
Planning Act 
and the City of 
Toronto Act, 
2006 

 

Comments 
Due:  

May 14, 2026 

A series of reforms to municipal 
site plan approvals to enable a 
faster, more predictable, cost 
effective and coordinated 
municipal site plan process. 

The proposed changes may impact the 
City’s Site Plan control process.  
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COMMUNAL SERVICING 

ERO Posting Summary Staff Comments 

ERO# 026-
0302 

Communal 
drinking water 
and 
wastewater 
system 
municipal 
consent 
requirements.  

 

Comments 
Due:  

April 29, 2026 

Legislative amendments to 
section 93 of the Municipal Act, 
2001 (MA) to encourage greater 
adoption of non-municipal 
communal water and 
wastewater systems to support 
new housing development. 

Halton Region remains the authority 
responsible for water and wastewater 
servicing for the City of Burlington.  Staff 
will work to support providing comments 
from the municipal perspective. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARKLAND 

ERO Posting Summary Staff Comments 

ERO# 026-
0312 

 

Proposed 
Changes to 
Support 
Standardizing 
of Parkland 
Requirements 
Under the 
Planning Act 

 

Comments 
Due:  

May 14, 2026 

A proposed Minister’s regulation 
under the Planning Act to 
standardize parkland dedication 
requirements in Ontario in 
respect of the conveyance of 
developer-identified parkland, 
including encumbered lands and 
privately owned public spaces 
(POPS) arrangements, to 
implement Bill 23 provisions. 

The proposed changes may impact the 
City’s ability to secure parkland through 
development.   
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COMPLETE APPLICATIONS 

ERO Posting Summary Staff Comments 

ERO# 026-
0313 

Streamlining 
the information 
and material 
that planning 
authorities can 
require as part 
of a complete 
application 

 

Comments 
Due:  

May 14, 2026 

A proposed regulation(s) under 
the Planning Act that would 
identify the only information 
and material that planning 
authorities could require as part 
of a complete application, to 
provide more certainty and 
predictability for applicants and 
support faster planning 
approvals. 

The proposed changes may impact the 
studies required by the city as part of a 
complete development application.  

 

ERO# 026-
0314 

 

Proposed 
Changes to 
Various 
Regulations 
Under the 
Planning Act 
and the City of 
Toronto Act, 
2006 to Specify 
Additional 
“Prescribed 
Professions” for 
the Purposes of 
a Complete 
Application 

 

Comments 
Due:  

May 14, 2026 

Proposed changes to various 
regulations under the Planning 
Act and the City of Toronto Act, 
2006 to identify additional 
certified professionals for the 
purposes of a complete 
application.   

 To speed up development 
approvals and reduce 
some initial application 
costs associated with 
development proposals.  

 Seeking general feedback 
and input on which 
registered professionals 
should be added. 

The proposed changes may impact the 
City’s complete application 
requirements.   
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PROJECTION METHODOLOGY GUIDELINE 

ERO Posting Summary Staff Comments 

ERO# 026-
0304 

 

Draft 
Projection 
Methodology 
Guideline 
(PMG) to 
support the 
implementation 
of the 
Provincial 
Planning 
Statement, 
2024 (PPS, 
2024) 

 

Comments 
Due:  

April 29, 2026 

A draft Projection Methodology 
Guideline (PMG), 2026 to assist 
municipalities and other 
planning authorities with 
developing population and 
employment forecasts, 
identifying land needs 
requirements to plan their 
communities, and implement 
provincial policies.   

 If finalized, this proposed 
guidance would replace the 
existing 1995 PMG.   

 While the draft (PMG), 2026 
would not be a proposed 
legislative change or related 
regulatory change, it 
supports the broader 
government objectives 
under the Building Homes 
and Improving 
Transportation Infrastructure 
Act, 2026. 

Staff provided comments through 
previous ERO consultation of posting 
ERO# 025-0844. 

 

 

 

MINIMUM LOT SIZE 

ERO Posting Summary Staff Comments 

ERO# 026-
0311 

 

Proposed 
Regulatory 
Approach to 
Establish a 
Minimum 
Residential Lot 

A potential regulation under the 
Planning Act to establish a 
minimum lot size of 175 square 
meters (1900 square feet) on 
urban residential lands (outside 
the Greenbelt Area) in Ontario. 

The proposed change may impact the 
City’s Zoning By-law regulations.   
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Size in Urban 
Areas 

 

Comments 
Due:  

May 14, 2026 
 

 

PARKWAY BELT WEST PLAN 

ERO Posting Summary Staff Comments 

ERO# 026-
0229 

 

2026 
Proposal to 
revoke the 
Parkway Belt 
West Plan, 
1978 

 

Comments 
Due:  

May 14, 2026 

The government is proposing to 
revoke the Parkway Belt West 
Plan and the remaining portions 
of its 5 associated Minister’s 
Zoning Orders (MZOs)  

 

To support the government’s 
initiative to streamline, reduce 
and eliminate municipal and 
provincial burden, while providing 
continued, modernized protection 
for key infrastructure corridors 
across a growing region. 

 Staff previously indicated support, in 
principle, for the revocation of the 
Parkway Belt West Plan when it was 
first proposed under posting ERO# 
019-6167 in 2022. 

 Staff comments recommended that 
the Province set up a clear process in 
partnership with municipalities, the 
Niagara Escarpment Commission and 
other stakeholders to ensure that:  

o the revocation does not 
undermine the people, goods, 
energy and information 
objectives of the original plan; 
and,  

o that no gaps in local planning 
documents are created.  

 Staff also recommended that this 
exercise should be undertaken 
alongside other transportation and 
infrastructure agencies or 
stakeholders to ensure a holistic 
analysis. 

ERO# 026-
0230 

 

2026 
Proposal to 

The government is proposing to 
revoke the Parkway Belt West 
Plan and the remaining portions 
of its 5 associated Minister’s 
Zoning Orders (MZOs) 

 The subject MZOs are the 
implementing regulatory tools for the 
Parkway Belt West Plan; the MZO 
applicable to Burlington is O. Reg. 
482/73. 
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Revoke the 
five MZOs 
associated 
with the 
PBWP 

 

Comments 
Due:  

May 14, 2026 

 

ERO# 026-
0347 

 

Proposal 
to identify and 
protect a 
corridor of 
land for future 
electricity 
infrastructure 
within 
and adjacent 
to the 
Parkway Belt 
West Plan 
Lands  

 

Comments 
Due:  

May 29, 2026 

 

The Ministry of Energy and 
Mines is launching a study to 
preserve a corridor of land within 
and adjacent to the Parkway Belt 
area for future transmission 
infrastructure. The purpose of the 
study is to identify which of those 
lands will be needed to ensure 
electricity demand growth in the 
Greater Toronto Area can be met 
reliably and affordably. 

 The proposed changes may impact 
lands identified within the PBWP in the 
City’s Official Plan.   

 

ERO# 026-
0260 

 

Proposal to 
amend the 
Designation of 
Area of 
Development 
Control 

Amendments to Regulation 826 
to add the lands previously 
covered by the Parkway Belt 
Plan and corresponding MZO to 
the Area of Development 
Control, as a result of MMAH’s 
proposal to revoke the Parkway 
Belt West Plan and its 
associated MZO in the City of 
Burlington. 

 Similar to the comments on ERO# 
026-0229, EO#026-0230, and ERO# 
026-0347, staff support the revocation 
of the Parkway Belt West Plan/MZOs 
in principle but recommend a 
comprehensive and collaborative 
approach to work 
planning/sequencing.  
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regulation 
(R.R.O. 1990 
Regulation 
826) under 
the Niagara 
Escarpment 
Planning and 
Development 
Act  

 

Comments 
Due:  

May 15, 2026 

 The proposed amendments 
to Regulation 826 would 
expand the Area of 
Development Control with 
the effect that the NEC 
would replace the City of 
Burlington as the 
implementing authority.  

 The lands within the existing 
Burlington MZO are already 
located within the NEP 
boundary.  Future 
development would be 
evaluated in accordance 
with NEP policies, instead of 
the existing MZO.  

 Staff will undertake a detailed 
assessment of the lands impacted by 
the proposed expansion of the Area of 
Development Control and identify 
impacts to the City’s Official Plan and 
Zoning By-Law. 

 

 

In addition to the ERO postings summarized above, staff note that several other provincial 

initiatives and regulatory changes are also underway; the following table provides a brief 

overview of these additional items for Council’s awareness: 

ADDITIONAL CHANGES 

Posting Summary Staff Comments 

Proposal # 

26-MMAH010 

 

Proposed 
amendments 
to the 
Municipal Act, 
2001, and 
Municipal 
Elections Act, 
1996 to 
strengthen 
upper-tier 
municipal 
governance 

The government is proposing to 
amend the Municipal Act, 2001 
and Municipal Elections Act, 
1996 that would change the 
governance structure for several 
upper tier municipalities.  

The proposal provides the 
Minister authority to appoint and 
remove the head of council for 
seven regional municipalities and 
Simcoe County beginning with 
the 2026 - 2030 term.  

The amendments also set new 
council compositions for Simcoe 
County and Niagara Region and 

provide regulation‑making 

 Staff note that the proposed 
amendments would significantly 
change upper-tier governance 
structures by giving the Minister 
authority to appoint and remove 
Regional Chairs beginning in 2026.  

 While Burlington is not directly 

responsible for upper‑ tier 
governance, the proposed 
amendments could have several 
downstream impacts on how Halton 
Region functions and, by extension, 
how Burlington coordinates 
planning, servicing, and growth 
management. 
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Comments 
Due:  

May 02, 2026 

authority for weighted voting 
rules at the upper‑ tier level.  

If passed, these changes would 
take effect on November 15, 
2026, when the new council term 
begins. 

 

 

The Canada-
Ontario 
Partnership 
to Build  

A number of co-operative 
initiatives are being undertaken 
by the governments of Ontario 
and Canada to build housing and 
infrastructure, of note: 

Development Charges 
Reduction:  

 Federal and Provincial 
governments will jointly 
provide $8.8B over 10 years 

for housing‑enabling 
infrastructure. 

 Funding will be prioritized for 
municipalities that reduce 
residential DCs by 30–50% 
for three years. 

 The intent is to offset 
municipal revenue losses 
from DC reductions while 
supporting faster housing 
delivery. 

 Municipalities must submit 

ready‑ to‑build infrastructure 
projects to access funding. 

 Ontario will not introduce 
new taxes that hinder 
housing supply for three 
years. 

 A list of priority municipalities 
will be identified where DCs 
are considered 

cost‑prohibitive. 

 

 At the time of writing this memo, the 
details of this program have yet to 
be released.  

 Staff have acknowledged this 
announcement in the report - DGM-
27-26  Draft Housing Community 
Improvement Plan Amendment 
noting that further clarity would be 
required to assess municipal 
impacts.  

 Staff will continue to work to 
understand this new program once 
the details are available.   
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HST Rebate on New Homes: 

 The federal government will 
provide $875M to support 
removal of the full 13% HST 
on new homes up to $1M. 

 Temporarily removing the full 
13% HST for eligible buyers 
of new homes valued up to 
$1M (maximum rebate 
$130,000). The $130,000 
rebate would be maintained 
for homes up to $1.5M, then 
phase down proportionally to 
$24,000 for homes valued at 
$1.85M and above. This 
would strengthen the existing 
provincial HST New Housing 
Rebate and New Residential 
Rental Property Rebate for 
one year, from April 1, 2026, 
to March 31, 2027. 

 Intended to improve 
affordability and stimulate 
additional housing starts. 

 
 

 

Conclusion 

Building on this high-level overview of Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) postings 

related to Bill 98, Building Homes and Improving Transportation Infrastructure Act, 2026, staff 

will continue to review each ERO posting in detail to create a comprehensive analysis, to be 

shared at a later date, and prepare comments for submission to the province. 

Authors: 

Maddy Lawrence  
Junior Planner, Community Initiatives  
Maddy.Lawrence@burlington.ca  

Silvia Laban, MCIP, RPP 
Planner, Policy  
Silvia.Laban@burlingon.ca 

Kate Hill-Montague, MCIP, RPP 
Supervisor of Planning Policy 
Kate.Hill-Montague@burlington.ca  

Kelly Cook 
Senior Planner, Policy 
Kelly.Cooke@burlington.ca 

  

17

mailto:Maddy.Lawrence@burlington.ca
mailto:Silvia.Laban@burlingon.ca
https://cityburlington.sharepoint.com/sites/TEAM-02PLC/Shared%20Documents/ERO%20Postings/Bill%2098/Kate.Hill-Montague@burlington.ca
mailto:Kelly.Cooke@burlington.ca


Page 15 of  

Attachments: 

N/A 

Memo Approval: 

All memos are reviewed and approved by the Commissioner, Head of Corporate Affairs, Chief 

Financial Officer, and Commissioner of Legal and Legislative Services/City Solicitor. 
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Staff Memo 

 

SUBJECT: Housing Accelerator Fund (HAF) – Funding Increase for Missing Middle Design 

Catalogue Pilot 

TO:             Council Information Package 

FROM:        Development and Growth Management 

                     Community Planning 

Report Number: DGM-33-26 

Wards Affected: All 

Date to Committee: N/A 

Date to Council: N/A 

CIP Date: 4/10/2026 

 

Purpose 

The purpose of this memo is to provide Council with an update on additional Housing 

Accelerator Fund (HAF) funding received from the Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation 

(CMHC), and a new initiative added to the City’s Approved HAF Action Plan. 

 

Funding Update 

The City has received $2,112,000 in additional HAF funding following CMHC’s evaluation of 

the City’s 2025 annual report, which included an opportunity for municipalities meeting their 

HAF commitments to propose new eligible initiatives for funding.   

 

This funding will support Burlington’s CMHC Missing Middle Design Catalogue Pilot as 

selected by CMHC as a new initiative for Burlington, with a target of 66 missing middle housing 

units, to be implemented between April 1, 2026, and December 31, 2026. 

 

Missing Middle Housing 

Missing middle housing refers to ground orientated housing including additional residential 

units, rowhouses and multi-unit buildings less than four storeys.   

 

Policy Context 

This initiative builds on the City’s new residential zoning by-laws, which are intended to: 

• Enable development 

19



Page 2 of Report Number: DGM-33-26 

• Increase housing options in neighbourhoods 

• Provide a more user-friendly and flexible regulatory framework 

 

Design Catalogue 

The city will promote the CMHC Housing Design Catalogue. This will support identifying and 

advancing housing designs that align with Burlington’s zoning framework. 

 

Program Intent 

The intent of the pilot is to: 

• Streamline the planning and building approval process 

• Reduce upfront design uncertainty 

• Improve clarity and consistency 

• Enable more efficient progression through zoning confirmation and building permit stages 

 

This will be done all while maintaining compliance with the Zoning By-law and Ontario Building 

Code. 

 

Key Milestones (by December 31, 2026) 

 

1. Zoning Review: Review CMHC design catalogue concepts to assess alignment with the City 

of Burlington’s new residential zoning by-law and identify which designs may be permitted as-

of-right or with minor variation. 

 

2. Building Services Pre-Review: Conduct a high-level pre-review of selected designs with the 

Building Services team to identify key Ontario Building Code considerations and streamline 

future permit readiness. 

 

3. Communications and Program Launch: Develop and implement a communications program 

to promote the use of CMHC catalogue designs in Burlington. 

Expected Outcome 

 

This work is expected to support increased uptake of missing middle housing and improve 

efficiency in the development approvals process. 

 

Next Steps 

Staff will proceed with implementation immediately and will report back through future HAF 

updates as appropriate including the Pipeline to Permit Committee. 
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Memo Details 

Authors: 

Name: Jamie Tellier 

Title: Director, Community Planning 

Contact: jamie.tellier@burlington.ca 

 

Name: Diana Ferreira  

Title: Corporate Strategic Lead, HAF 

Contact: diana.ferreira@burlington.ca  

 

Attachments: 

A. Executed HAF Amended Agreement – Burlington 

Memo Approval: 

All memos are reviewed and approved by the Commissioner, Head of Corporate Affairs, Chief 

Financial Officer, and Commissioner of Legal and Legislative Services/City Solicitor. 
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Derek Antoine
A/Director, Client Development and Government Relations 
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SCHEDULE A

Approved Action Plan

Section A -

Streamlining planning and building approval process

2023-01-09

2025-09-08

Expected Results  60 estimated permitted units that the Initiative will incent.

Milestone 1 Process Review Improvements and Implementation 

2023-01-09

2025-09-08 

Implementing Major Transit Station Areas and Community Planning 
Permit System

2023-06-27

2025-12-31

Expected Results  123 estimated permitted units that the Initiative will incent.

Milestone 1 Creation of the Community Planning Permit System (CPPS),), reducing 
exclusionary zoning by allowing six plus stories in proximity to MTSAs. 

2023-06-27

2024-12-31 

Milestone 2 Incentivizing Early Adopters 

2024-01-31

2025-03-24 

Milestone 3 State of the MTSA Report 

2024-09-02

2025-03-24 

Milestone 4 Official Plan Amendment adopted and CPPS Approved by Council 

2023-09-12

2025-12-31 

Support/encourage the creation of additional residential units (4 units as 
of right) and establish a no parking minimum pilot within specific area
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2023-09-01

2024-12-31

Expected Results  103 estimated permitted units that the Initiative will incent.

Milestone 1 Official Plan and Zoning By-law:  Additional Residential Units 

2023-09-01

2023-12-29 

Milestone 2 Develop opportunities to encourage and incentivize the creation of 
additional residential units 

2023-12-01

2024-12-31 

Milestone 3 No parking minimum pilot focused on 2 frequent transit corridors 

2024-03-04

2024-12-31 

Milestone 4 OP and Zoning By-law amendments to broaden permissions and reduce 
process including permit 4 units as of right on all residential lots in urban 
area 

2023-10-06

2024-12-31 

Identify opportunities to incentivize the creation of rental, and non-
market housing

2023-12-15

2024-12-31

Expected Results  170 estimated permitted units that the Initiative will incent.

Milestone 1 Fee Bylaw Review 

2023-12-15

2024-12-31 

Milestone 2 Incentives including waiving fees on housing that supports low to 
moderate income households. 

2024-02-03

2024-12-31 
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Build community and partner capacity by creating a Housing Connections 
Centre

2024-01-05

2025-09-15

Expected Results  144 estimated permitted units that the Initiative will incent.

Milestone 1 Develop standard units to streamline development and building permit 
approvals. 

2023-12-01

2024-12-31 

Milestone 2 Communications/Marketing Program 

2024-01-05

2025-03-31 

Milestone 3 Create a Housing Connections Centre 

2024-01-05

2025-09-15 

Public Lands and Partnerships

2023-09-29

2025-01-31

Expected Results  18 estimated permitted units that the Initiative will incent.

Milestone 1 Develop tools, partners and policy options 

2023-09-29

Completion 2024-05-31 

Milestone 2 Public-Private Partnerships v, including buying lands or reimaging existing 
City owned lands to deliver new housing 

2023-09-29

2025-01-31 

Municipal Infrastructure Needs

2024-02-03

2025-06-28

Expected Results  0 estimated permitted units that the Initiative will incent.
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Milestone 1 Infrastructure Analysis 

2024-02-03

2024-12-31 

Milestone 2 Working in partnership with infrastructure providers 

2025-01-06

2025-06-28 

CMHC Missing Middle Design Catalogue Pilot

2026-04-01

2026-12-31

Expected Results  66 estimated permitted units that the Initiative will incent.

Milestone 1 Building Services Pre-Review 

2026-04-01

2026-12-31 

Milestone 2 Communications and Program Launch 

Start 2026-04-01

2026-12-31 

Milestone 3 Zoning Review 

2026-04-01

2026-12-31 

Section B Targets

i.The Recipient agrees to a Housing Supply Growth Target of 2,790 permitted housing units.  

ii.The Recipient agrees to the following Additional Targets:

0 multi-unit housing units in close proximity to rapid transit  
1,113 missing middle housing units    
1,294 other multi-unit housing units
8.20 percent of the Housing Supply Growth Target are affordable units.  
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Section C - Housing Needs Assessment Report

Select one applicable statement.

[ X ] The Recipient recently (within two years of the 2022 federal budget announcement (April 7, 2022)) 
completed a Housing Needs Assessment Report and there is a reoccurring scheduled review date included in the 
report. The Recipient requested that the Housing Needs Assessment Report requirement be waived. There is no 
requirement to complete or update a Housing Needs Assessment Report.  

OR    

[   ] The Recipient has recently (within two years of the 2022 federal budget announcement (April 7, 2022)) 
completed a Housing Needs Assessment Report, but it will need to be updated to include a reoccurring scheduled 
review date. The Recipient will add a reoccurring scheduled review date.

OR

[   ] The Recipient does not have a Housing Needs Assessment Report. The Recipient will complete one and 
include a reoccurring scheduled review date in the report.   
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SCHEDULE B

HAF Funding

Subject to compliance with the terms and conditions of this Agreement, the Recipient will be eligible for 
HAF Funding in the amount of $ 23,268,284.60. HAF Funding will be disbursed in four separate advances 
as follows:

ADVANCES CMHC FISCAL YEAR AMOUNT AND DISBURSEMENTS
First Advance 2023/24

(Effective Date March 31, 2024)
$ 5,289,071.15

Second Advance 2024/25
(April 1, 2024 March 31, 2025)

$ 5,289,071.15

Third Advance 2025/26
(April 1, 2025 March 31, 2026)

1. $5,289,071.15 advanced on 
2026-02-24

2. $1,056,000.00 pursuant to the 
Amendment

Fourth Advance 2026/27
(April 1, 2026 March 31, 2027)

$ 6,345,071.15
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irene 
 

RESOLUTION 0060-2026 
adopted by the Council of  

The Corporation of the City of Mississauga 
at its meeting on April 1, 2026 

 
 
0060-2026 Moved by: Councillor B. Butt       Seconded by: Councillor S. McFadden 
 
 
WHEREAS locally elected school board trustees provide essential community 
representation and ensure accountability within Ontario’s education system; 
  
AND WHEREAS the City of Mississauga relies on dedicated trustee representation to 
reflect local priorities and advocate for the success of students across our diverse 
communities; 
  
AND WHEREAS recent provincial supervision of the Peel District School Board and the 
Dufferin-Peel Catholic District School Board, alongside proposed governance changes, 
raises concerns regarding the future of local democratic accountability; 
  
AND WHEREAS maintaining direct, elected representation is critical to ensuring that 
Mississauga’s unique geographic and growth needs are reflected in education decision-
making; 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 
 
1.    Mississauga Council affirms its strong support for maintaining democratically elected 
school board trustees for both the Peel District School Board and the Dufferin-Peel Catholic 
District School Board; 
 
2.    Council formally recognizes the vital role of locally elected trustee representation for 
Mississauga and supports the continuation of meaningful, locally accountable 
representation; 
  
3.    The Province of Ontario be requested to pause any legislative or regulatory changes 
that would reduce or eliminate elected trustees until a transparent, province-wide 
consultation with municipalities, school boards, trustees, parents, students, educators and 
other education stakeholders is completed; 
  
4. The City Clerk forward this resolution to the Premier of Ontario, the Minister of Education, 
all MPPs representing Mississauga, the Peel District School Board, the Dufferin-Peel 
Catholic District School Board, all MPPs representing Peel Region, and all Ontario 
municipalities to encourage collective advocacy for local democratic representation in 
education. 
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Recorded Vote YES NO ABSENT ABSTAIN 
Mayor C. Parrish     
Councillor S. Dasko X    
Councillor A. Tedjo X    
Councillor C. Fonseca X    
Councillor J. Kovac X    
Councillor N. Hart X    
Councillor J. Horneck X    
Councillor D. Damerla X    
Councillor M. Mahoney X    
Councillor M. Reid X    
Councillor S. McFadden      X    
Councillor B. Butt  X    

Carried (11, 0) 
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TOWNSHIP OF 
BRUDENELL, LYNDOCH AND RAGLAN 

42 Burnt Bridge Road, PO Box 40 

April 1, 2026 

The Honourable Doug Ford 
Premier of Ontario 

The Honourable Prabmeet Sarkaria 
Minister of Transportation 
Province of Ontario 

Palmer Rapids, Ontario KOJ 2E0 
TEL: (613) 758-2061 · FAX: (613) 758-2235 

RE: Support for Enhanced School Bus Safety and the lmplementatlon of Stop­
Arm Camera Systems 

Dear Leaders, 

Please be advised that at the Regular Council Meeting on April 1st, 2026, Council for 
the Corporation of the Township of Brudenell, Lyndoch and Raglan passed the following 
resolution, supporting the correspondence from the Municipality of North Grenville, 
Merrickville-Wolford Village OPP Detachment Board. 

Resolutlon No: 2026-04-01-05 
Moved by: Counclllor Banks 
Seconded by: Councillor Kauffeldt 

uea It resolved that the Council for the Corporation of the Township of Brudenell, 
Lyndoch and Raglan support the Municipality of North Grenville, Merrickvllle-Wolford 
Village OPP Detachment Board regarding Support for Enhanced School Bus Safety and 
the Implementation of Stop-Arm Camera Systems, as attached. 

And further that this resolution be forwarded to the Honourable Steve Clark, 
Government House Leader, AMO, and all municipalities in Ontario." 

Sincerely, 

T1::::t1::::r7 
Deputy Clerk 
Township of Brudenell, Lyndoch and Raglan 

Carried. 
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MUNICIPALITY OF NORTH GRENVILLE, MERRJCKV 1ILLE· 

W 
WOLFORD VILLAGE OPP DETACHMENT BOARD 

· DETACHEMENT DE LA OPP MUNlCIPAUTE OE GRENVIL LE 
NORD, M£RRICKVILLE ·WOLFORO VILLI\GE CONS£ll 
CRINVIU QPP ornrnmr 

January 2, 2025 

The Honourable Doug Ford 
Premier of Ontario 

ormHrij,R~ n, m c,'ll''lm 

285 County Road 44, Box 130 
Kemptville, ON K0G 1J0 

T: 613) 258-9569 
clerk@northgrenville.on.ca 

The Honourable Prabmeet Sarkalia 
Minister of Transportation 
Province of Ontario 

RE: Support for Enhanced School Bus Safety and the lmplamentatlon of Stop-Arm Camara 
Systems 

Dear Premier Ford and Minister Sarkaria, 

On behalf of the Grenville 1 O.P.P. Detachment Board, we are writing to express our strong 
support for enhanced school bus safety measures across Ontario, including the implementation 
of school bus stop-arm camera systems and other child-safety technologies. 

Illegal passing of stopped school buses remains a persistent and dangerous problem In Ontario, 
occurring an estimated 30,000 times per day. These violations place children at serious risk and 
continue to result In preventable injuries and fatalities. Municipalities require additional tools to 
address this issue effectively and consistently. 

The Grenville 1 O.P.P. Detachment Board supports provincial investment In and expansion of 
school bus stop-arm camera systems under Part XIV.3 (School Bus Camera Systems) of the 
Highway Traffic Act. These systems have proven effective in deterring dangerous driving 
behaviour, improving compliance, and enhancing accountability. Provincial funding and support 
would enable municipalities to implement these technologies equitably and at scale. 

Grenville 1 O.P.P. Detachment Board also proudly supports the Let's Remember Adam - Stop 
for the School Bus campaign, launched in memory of Adam Ranger, a five-year-old child who 
tragically lost his life when a driver failed to stop for a school bus displaying its flashing lights and 
stop arm. Adam's story underscores the urgent need for stronger enforcement, public education, 
and modem safety solutions to protect children travelling to and from school. 

We respectfully call on the Province of Ontario to continue advancing this life-saving work by 
providing municipalities with the funding mechanisms, legislative support, and implementation 
guidance necessary to deploy stop-arm cameras and complementary safety technologies 
province-wide. 

Protecting children is a shared responsibility. With provincial leadership and municipal 
partnership, we can take meaningful action to prevent further tragedies and ensure Ontario's 
roads are safer for students and families. 
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Thank you for your consideration and continued commitment to road safety. 

Sincerely, 

Municipality of North Grenvflle 

cc: 
The Honourable Steve ctark, Government House Leader 
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) 
Ontario MunlclpallUea 

Encloud: Co-algnlng Tamplam 

34



35



Pickering Civic Complex | One The Esplanade | Pickering, Ontario L1V 6K7 
T. 905.420.4611 | F. 905.420.9685 | Toll Free 1.866.683.2760 | clerks@pickering.ca | pickering.ca

Sent by Email 

April 8, 2026 

The Right Honourable Mark Carney 
Prime Minister of Canada 
80 Wellington Street, 
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A2 
pm@pm.gc.ca   

The Honourable Doug Ford 
Premier of Ontario 
Legislative Building, Queen's Park Room 281 
Toronto, ON M7A 1A1 
premier@ontario.ca   

Subject: Corr. 01-26 
Megha Trivedi, Clerk-Treasurer, Township of Prince 
Re: Call to Action for Justice and Protection of Canada's Children 

The Council of The Corporation of the City of Pickering considered the above matter at a Meeting 
held on March 23, 2026 and adopted the following resolution: 

Should you require further information, please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned at 
905.420.4660, extension 2019. 

A copy of the original correspondence is attached for your information. 

Yours truly 

Susan Cassel 

1. That Corr. 01-26, from Megha Trivedi, Clerk-Treasurer, Township of Prince, dated
February 10, 2026, regarding a Call to Action for Justice and Protection of
Canada's Children, be received and endorsed; and,

2. That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Right Honourable Mark Carney,
Prime Minister of Canada, The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario, The
Honourable Doug Downey, Attorney General, The Honourable Michael Kerzner,
Solicitor General, The Honourable Sean Fraser, Minister of Justice and Attorney
General, the Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM), and all municipalities
in Ontario.

Corporate Services Department 
Legislative Services 
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City Clerk 

SC:am 

Encl. 

Copy: The Honourable Sean Fraser, Minister of Justice and Attorney General 
The Honourable Michael Kerzner, Solicitor General 
The Honourable Doug Downey, Solicitor General 
All Ontario Municipalities 
Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) 

Chief Administrative Officer 
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Attachment - Corr. 01-26 
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Municipality of Tweed Council Meeting
Council Meeting

!4MResolution No.

Title:

Date:

City of Sarnia - Bill 9

Tuesday, Aprii 7, 2026

Moved by

Seconded by

Councilior J. Flieier

Councillor J. Palmateer

BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council supports the concerns raised regarding Bill 9, Strengthening

Municipal Accountability and Public Trust, particularly the need for a more effective and impartial

mechanism to address serious misconduct by members of council;

AND FURTHER THAT Council directs staff to forward correspondence of support to the Premier of

Ontario, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, the local MPP, AMO, and Ontario municipalities.

Camed
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'M4**
sawSARNIA

ONTARIO
THE CITY OF SARNIA
Office of the Moyor

The Honourabte Doug Ford
Premier of Ontario
Legistative Buitding

Queen's Park
Toronto, ON M7A 141

March 25,2026

Re: Time-Sensitive: Strengthening Municipal,Accountabitity and Pubtic Trust (Bitt 9)

Dear Premier Ford,

When we met in Sarnia Last August, we discussed Bil,t 9 and its intent to strengthen

municipat accountabitity. At that time, I affirmed my support for the province's effort to

move this tegistation forward. The fundamentaI principtes of Bitt 9 are sound and provide an

important foundation; however, the Bitt requires a significant change before it becomes

Iaw.

The introduction of a standardized code of conduct and the proposed integrity

commissioner reforms are positive and necessary steps forward. However, based on more

than four decades of experience in municipaL pol,itics, I betieve the Bitt's greatest ftaw lies in

its mechanism for removing counciltors in serious cases of misconduct. Requiring [oca[

councits to participate in the removal of a peer, particutarty through unanimous agreement,

pl,aces councits in an inappropriate and untenabte position. On matters of serious

contention, unanimity is rarety achievabl,e, rendering the mechanism effectivety futil.e. This

approach undermines both fairness and pubtic confidence and faits to provide

municipatities with a meaningfut abitity to act in extreme cases.

ln circumstances of this magnitude, decisions shoutd not rest with a councit. lnstead, such

matters shoutd be heard and ruted upon by an independent, non-partisan authority,

removed from Local, pol.itical, dynamics and capabLe of making impartiat determinations in

the pu bl,ic's interest.

lf the provincial, government intends to maintain municipaI councits' responsibitity for

adjudicating such decisions, the threshol,d for action must be revised. A two-thirds

majority, or a simpte majority of council, exctudingthe subject member, woutd provide a

more reasonabte, fair, and workabte standard.
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This is a time-sensitive issue, and the need for action is becoming more urgent as
municipatities continue to encounter situations they are powerl.ess to address. Without
meaningfuI change, the current conditions and lack of adequate protection wil,l. have a

chitting effect on those considering pubtic office at the municipaL l.evet. Capabte,
community-minded individuats may be discouraged from seeking etection if there is no
effective independent mechanism to address extreme misconduct, protect the integrity of
counciI and the wetl,-being of the community.

I am copying this letter to mayors and councits across Ontario in the hope that they witl,

atso raise their voices on this matter before the Legistation is finatized, to ensure this
serious ftaw is addressed in what is otherwise an important and necessary piece of
tegistation for the Province of Ontario and its municipatities for tne 2026-2030 councit term
of office.

Thank you for your consideration. I woutd wetcome the opportunity to discuss these
concerns and possibl.e paths forward at your convenience.

Sincerety,

Mike Bradl,ey

Mayor, City of Sarnia

Cc The Honourabte Rob Ftack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing
John Fraser, MPR lnterim Leader, Ontario LiberaI Party
Marit Stil.es, MPR Leader of the OfficiatOpposition, Ontario NDp party
Bob Bail.ey, MPP for Sarnia-Lambton
Association of Municipal,ities of Ontario (AMO)
Mayor and CounciI for municipatities across Ontario
Sarnia City Councit
Lambton County CounciI
City of Sarnia Senior Management

255 Christino St N
Sornio ON NZT 7N2

P: 519-332-0330ext. 3312 F: 519-332-3995 moyor@sornio.co www.sornto.co
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Pickering Civic Complex | One The Esplanade | Pickering, Ontario L1V 6K7 
T. 905.420.4611 | F. 905.420.9685 | Toll Free 1.866.683.2760 | clerks@pickering.ca | pickering.ca

Sent by Email 

April 8, 2026 

The Right Honourable Mark Carney 
Prime Minister of Canada 
80 Wellington Street, 
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A2 
pm@pm.gc.ca   

The Honourable Doug Ford 
Premier of Ontario 
Legislative Building, Queen's Park Room 281 
Toronto, ON M7A 1A1 
premier@ontario.ca   

Subject: Corr. 02-26 
Tonia Bennett, Manager of Legislative Services / Clerk, Northumberland County 
Re: Correspondence, 'Call for Reform and Publication of the Ontario Sex Offender 
Registry' 

The Council of The Corporation of the City of Pickering considered the above matter at a Meeting 
held on March 23, 2026 and adopted the following resolution: 

Should you require further information, please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned at 
905.420.4660, extension 2019. 

A copy of the original correspondence is attached for your information. 

Yours truly 

Susan Cassel 

1. That Corr. 02-26, from Tonia Bennett, Manager of Legislative Services/Clerk,
Northumberland County, dated February 24, 2026, regarding Correspondence,
'Call for Reform and Publication of the Ontario Sex Offender Registry', be
received and endorsed; and,

2. That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Right Honourable Mark Carney,
Prime Minister of Canada, The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario, The
Honourable Doug Downey, Attorney General, The Honourable Michael Kerzner,
Solicitor General, The Honourable Sean Fraser, Minister of Justice and Attorney
General, the Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM), and all municipalities
in Ontario.

Corporate Services Department 
Legislative Services 
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City Clerk 

SC:am 

Encl. 

Copy: The Honourable Sean Fraser, Minister of Justice and Attorney General 
The Honourable Michael Kerzner, Solicitor General 
The Honourable Doug Downey, Solicitor General 
All Ontario Municipalities 
Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) 

Chief Administrative Officer 
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The Corporation of the 

County of Northumberland 

555 Courthouse Road 

Cobourg, ON, K9A 5J6 

Northumberland County 

Council Resolution 
Northumberland County Council Resolution 
SENT VIA EMAIL February 24, 2026 

The Right Hon. Mark Carney (Prime Minister of Canada) 
Honourable Sean Fraser (Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada) 
Honourable Gary Anandasangaree (Minister of Safety) 
Honourable Doug Ford (Premier of Ontario) 
Honourable Doug Downey (Attorney General of Ontario) 
Honourable Michael S. Kerzner (Solicitor General of Ontario) 
Honourable David Piccini (Minister of Labour, Immigration, Training and Skills Development 
and MPP for Northumberland Peterborough-South) 
Member of Parliament for Northumberland Clarke, Philip Lawrence 
Association of the Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) 
Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) 
All Ontario Municipalities 

Re: Correspondence, 'Call for Reform and Publication of the Ontario Sex Offender Registry' 

At a meeting held on February 18th, 2026 Northumberland County Council approved 
Council Resolution # 2026-02-18-122, adopting the below resolution: 

Moved by: Councillor Lucas Cleveland 
Seconded by: Councillor John Logel 

"Whereas item 7.a from the February 3, 2026 Corporate Support Committee was held by 
Council for separate discussion at this meeting, the item being 'Call for Reform and 
Publication of the Ontario Sex Offender Registry'; and 

Now Therefore Be It Resolved That County Council adopt the following: 

• That County Council support the correspondence and send a copy of this resolution 

to key stakeholders." 

Council Resolution # 2026-02-18-122 Carried 

Attachment - Corr. 02-26 
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The Corporation of the 

County of Northumberland 

555 Courthouse Road 

Cobourg, ON, K9A 5J6 

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact the 
undersigned at bennettt@northumberland.ca or by telephone at 905-372-3329 ext. 2238. 

Sincerely, 
Tonia Bennett 

Manager of Legislative Services / Clerk 
Northumberland County 
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CITY CLERK’S OFFICE City Hall, 58 Dalhousie Street, Brantford, ON N3T 2J2  P.O Box 818, Brantford, ON N3T 5R7      

Phone: (519) 759-4150 Fax: (519) 759-7840  www.brantford.ca 

December 19, 2025 

Honorable Mark Carney 

Sent via email: mark.carney@parl.gc.ca 

Dear Honorable Mark Carney: 

Please be advised that Brantford City Council, at its meeting held December 16, 2025 adopted 

the following: 

12.2.7 Call for Reform and Publication of the Ontario Sex Offender Registry - 
Councillor Samwell 

WHEREAS the community of Welland and the surrounding communities were deeply 
impacted by a recent heinous crime that highlighted critical gaps in Canada’s criminal 
justice and offender-management systems; and 

WHEREAS on September 4, 2025, Mayor Frank Campion of the City of Welland 
wrote to the Premier of Ontario urging comprehensive reform to strengthen 
sentencing, parole, and bail provisions for violent sexual offenders, and to enhance 
public safety protections; and 

WHEREAS on September 12, 2025, Mayor Mat Siscoe of the City of St. Catharines 
wrote to the Prime Minister of Canada expressing strong support for these reforms 
and calling for immediate federal action to strengthen sentencing, parole, and 
accountability measures for violent sexual offenders; and 

WHEREAS the City of Thorold, at its meeting of September 9, 2025, adopted 
Resolution 14.2 requesting the Province of Ontario to amend Christopher’s Law 
(Sexual Offenders Registry), 2000 to make Ontario Sex Offender Registry publicly 
accessible; and 

WHEREAS several Niagara municipalities; including Grimsby, Fort Erie, Port 
Colborne, and St. Catherines have subsequently endorsed this call for greater 
transparency and reform; and 

WHEREAS municipal councils, though not responsible for criminal law or parole, play 
a vital role in advocating for the safety and well-being of their residents; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 

A. THAT the Council of the City of Brantford hereby supports the City of 
Thorold’s Resolution calling for the Publication of the Sexual Offender 
Registry and the City of Welland’s correspondence dated September 4, 
2025, calling for reform to sentencing, parole, and registry provisions 
concerning violent sexual offenders; and 

B. THAT the Province of Ontario be urged to amend Christopher’s Law 
(Sexual Offender Registry), 2000 to make the Ontario Sex Offender 
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CITY CLERK’S OFFICE City Hall, 58 Dalhousie Street, Brantford, ON N3T 2J2  P.O Box 818, Brantford, ON N3T 5R7   

Phone: (519) 759-4150 Fax: (519) 759-7840  www.brantford.ca 

Registry publicly accessible, subject to appropriate privacy and safety 
safeguards; and 

C. THAT a copy of this resolution be forwarded to: 

i. The Right Hon. Mark Carney, Prime Minister of Canada; 

ii. The Hon. Sean Fraser, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of 
Canada; 

iii. The Hon. Gary Anandasangaree, Minister of Safety; 

iv. The Hon. Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario; 

v. The Hon. Doug Downey, Attorney General of Ontario; 

vi. The Hon. Michael S. Kerzner, Solicitor General of Ontario; 

vii. Member of Parliament for Brantford-Brant, Larry Brock; 

viii.Member of Provincial Parliament for Brantford-Brant, Will Bouma; 

ix. The Association of the Municipalities of Ontario (AMO); 

x. The Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM); and 

xi. All Ontario Municipalities for their information and support. 

I trust this information is of assistance. 

Yours truly, 

     Chris Gauthier City Clerk, 
     cgauthier@brantford.ca 

CC - The Honorable Sean Fraser, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of    
Canada; - Sean.Fraser@parl.gc.ca 

The Honorable Gary Anandasangaree, Minister of Safety 
Gary.Anand@parl.gc.ca 

The Honorable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario; - premier@ontario.ca 

The Honorable Doug Downey, Attorney General of Ontario; - 
Doug.Downey@ontario.ca 
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CITY CLERK’S OFFICE City Hall, 58 Dalhousie Street, Brantford, ON N3T 2J2  P.O Box 818, Brantford, ON N3T 5R7   

Phone: (519) 759-4150 Fax: (519) 759-7840  www.brantford.ca 

The Honorable Michael S. Kerzner, Solicitor General of Ontario 
michael.kerzner@pc.ola.org 

Member of Parliament for Brantford-Brant, Larry Brock; - 
larry.brock@parl.gc.ca 

Member of Provincial Parliament for Brantford-Brant, Will Bouma; -   

will.bouma@pc.ola.org 

The Association of the Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) amo@amo.on.ca 

The Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) FCMInfo@fcm.ca 

All Ontario Municipalities for their information and support 

55

mailto:michael.kerzner@pc.ola.org
mailto:larry.brock@parl.gc.ca
mailto:will.bouma@pc.ola.org
mailto:amo@amo.on.ca
mailto:FCMInfo@fcm.ca
https://www.brantford.ca


 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
CORPORATION OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF SOUTH HURON 

322 Main Street South   P.O. Box 759    
Exeter Ontario    

 N0M 1S6 
Phone: 519-235-0310   Fax: 519-235-3304   

 Toll Free:  1-877-204-0747 
www.southhuron.ca 

 
 
April 9, 2026 
 
Via email: david.piccini@pc.ola.org 
 
Ministry of Labour, Immigration, Training and Skills Development  
14th Floor, 400 University Ave 
Toronto, ON M7A 1T7 
 
Dear Hon. David Piccini,   
 
Re: Request for Provincial Legislation Amendments, Health and Safety 
Concerns 
 
Please be advised that South Huron Council passed the following resolution at 
their April 7, 2026, Regular Council Meeting: 
 
160-2026 
Moved By: Ted Oke 
Seconded by: Jim Dietrich 
 
That South Huron Council supports the March 13, 2026, correspondence of 
the Township of Oro Medonte regarding a Request for Provincial 
Legislation Amendments, Health and Safety Concerns; and  
 
That this supporting resolution and the originating correspondence be 
circulated to the Minister of Labour, Immigration, Training and Skills 
Development, the Minister of Transportation, the Minister of Infrastructure, 
MPP Lisa Thompson, AORS, AMO, and all Municipalities in Ontario.  
 
Result: Carried 
 
Please find attached the originating correspondence for your reference. 
 
Respectfully,  
 
 
Kendra Webster, Legislative & Licensing Coordinator 
Municipality of South Huron 
kwebster@southhuron.ca 
519-235-0310 x. 232 
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Encl. 
cc:  Minister of Transportation, Hon. Prabmeet Singh Sarkaria, 

prabmeet.sarkaria@pc.ola.org; the Minister of Infrastructure, Hon. Kinga 
Surma, kinga.surma@pc.ola.org; MPP Lisa Thompson, 
lisa.thompson@pc.ola.org; AORS, admin@aors.on.ca; AMO, 
resolutions@amo.on.ca;  and all municipalities in Ontario.   
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March 13, 2026 

 
Hon. David Piccini 
Ministry of Labour, Immigration, Training and Skills Development 
14th Floor, 400 University Ave 
Toronto ON M7A 1T7 
 

Re: Request for Provincial Legislation Amendments, Health and Safety Concerns 

Dear Minister Piccini, 

At its meeting of Council on March 11, 2026, the Council of the Township of Oro-
Medonte received correspondence from Association of Ontario Road Supervisors 
(AORS) regarding the above-mentioned request for support. 

The Township of Oro-Medonte fully supports AORS in their request, as our staff have, 

on numerous occasions, been subjected to abusive and aggressive behaviour from 

members of the public. We respectfully request your support in advancing measures 

that will strengthen protections for municipal workers and contractors. With provincial 

partnership, municipalities can better safeguard the individuals who work tirelessly to 

maintain critical services and keep our communities functioning safely. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mayor Randy Greenlaw 
 
 
Cc: Premier Doug Ford 
Hon. Michael Kerzner, Solicitor General of Ontario 
Hon. Jill Dunlop, Minister of Emergency Preparedness and Response 
Hon. Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
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Hon. Prabmeet Sakaria, Minister of Transportation 
Hon. Todd McCarthy, Acting Minister of Infrastructure 
Doug Downey, MPP Barrie – Springwater - Oro-Medonte 
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) 
Association of Ontario Roads Supervisors (AORS) 
Ontario Municipalities 
Members of Oro-Medonte Council 
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Minister of Labour, Immigration, Training and Skills Development David Piccini 
14th Floor, 400 University Avenue 
Toronto, ON M7A 1T7 
 
February 5, 2026 

Dear Minister Piccini, 

On behalf of Ontario’s municipal public works professionals, we are writing to raise an urgent health 
and safety concern that is increasingly placing municipal workers and subcontractors at risk while 
they maintain the critical infrastructure our communities rely on every day. 

While the Occupational Health and Safety Act establishes important protections against workplace 
hazards, it does not adequately address a growing and very real threat: unsafe working conditions 
created by interference, harassment, and dangerous actions from members of the public. 

Through consultations with AORS members across the province, we are hearing consistent and 
deeply troubling examples of escalating behaviour directed at municipal workers - particularly 
winter maintenance operators. These are not isolated incidents, but a pattern that is becoming 
increasingly normalized during significant weather events. Examples reported to AORS include: 

• An individual throwing a large chunk of ice at an active piece of municipal equipment while it was 
operating. 
• A resident threatening to kill a sidewalk plow operator. 
• A man climbing onto a snow plow and refusing to get off until the operator agreed to plow his road 
next. 
• Two municipal staff members being confronted, accosted, and aggressively yelled at in public - 
one at a gas station and another while simply standing in line for coffee - by individuals angry about 
road conditions that were not even under that municipality’s jurisdiction, as well as a mailbox that 
had been struck. 
• A voicemail left by a resident threatening to shoot a municipal plow driver with a shotgun the next 
time the street was plowed. 
• A resident angry about snow at the end of their driveway jumping in front of an active plow and 
refusing to move. The plow was delayed for over an hour during a major snow event, placing service 
levels and the municipality’s overall emergency response at risk. The situation was only resolved 
once supervisors and by-law officers arrived on scene. 

These incidents represent only a small sample of what municipal plow drivers and winter 
maintenance crews are experiencing across Ontario. What was once limited to disgruntled 
complaints has escalated into direct threats, physical interference, and dangerous confrontations 
that place workers, subcontractors, and the public at risk. This issue is becoming a systematic 
threat to municipal service delivery and is only amplified during significant weather events.  

Municipal workers and their contracted partners are responsible for maintaining roads, bridges, 
sidewalks, and other essential services - often in extreme weather and high-risk environments. 
When these workers are threatened or obstructed, it becomes not only a workplace safety issue, 
but a broader public safety concern. In some cases, conditions have become so unsafe that 
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municipal staff and subcontractors have walked off job sites, jeopardizing timely service delivery 
during critical events. 

We respectfully ask the Province to consider the following changes: 

• Under the Emergency Management and Civil Protection Act, when a municipality declares a 
Significant Weather Event, municipal winter maintenance vehicles and operators - including 
subcontractors working on behalf of municipalities - should be afforded enhanced protection, with 
interference or obstruction treated with the same severity as interference with police, fire, or 
paramedic services. 
• Establish clear public-safety interference provisions, similar in intent to Ontario’s Slow Down, 
Move Over legislation, that recognize the essential role of municipal roadside workers. 
• Consider adopting provisions similar to Manitoba’s recently passed Bill 38, an amendment to 
their Highway Traffic Act effective January 1, 2026, which requires motorists to maintain a minimum 
distance of 30 metres behind snowplows where speed limits are 80 km/h or lower, and 100 metres 
where speed limits exceed 80 km/h. 

These changes would provide clarity, deterrence, and enforceability—sending a strong message 
that interference with municipal workers performing essential services will not be tolerated. Just as 
Ontario protects first responders from obstruction during emergencies, we must extend similar 
protections to the public works professionals who keep our communities safe, connected, and 
functioning. 

AORS would welcome the opportunity to meet with you and your staff to discuss these concerns 
further and to collaborate on legislative solutions that better protect municipal workers and 
subcontractors while strengthening public safety across the province. 

Thank you for your consideration of this critical issue. 

Sincerely, 

                                       

Karla Musso-Garcia, CRS-I    Kelly Elliott 
President, Association of Ontario Road Supervisors Interim Executive Director              
Operations Manager, Township of Oro-Medonte Association of Ontario Road Supervisors 

 

Cc (via e-mail) 
Premier Doug Ford 
Minister of Emergency Preparedness and Response Jill Dunlop 
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing Rob Flack 
Minister of Transportation Prabmeet Sarkaria 
Acting Minister of Infrastructure Todd McCarthy 
Scott Butler, Good Roads Executive Director 
Walid Abou-Hamde, Ontario Road Builders’ Association Chief Executive Officer 
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Solicitor General of Ontario Michael Kerzner 
George Drew Building, 25 Grosvenor Street 
Toronto, ON  M7A 1Y6 
 
February 5, 2026 

Dear Solicitor General Kerzner, 

On behalf of Ontario’s municipal public works professionals, we are writing to raise serious 
concerns regarding the safety of municipal workers and subcontractors who are increasingly facing 
harassment, threats, and dangerous interference from members of the public while delivering 
essential municipal services - particularly during winter maintenance and emergency operations. 

Across Ontario, municipal public works teams are responsible for maintaining critical infrastructure 
that residents depend on every day, including roads, sidewalks, bridges, and drainage systems. 
During significant weather events, these workers are frontline responders, ensuring emergency 
vehicles can travel safely and that communities remain connected and accessible. However, the 
behaviour directed at them has escalated well beyond routine complaints and has become a direct 
threat to both worker safety and public safety. 

Through consultations with AORS members province-wide, we continue to receive troubling reports 
that illustrate the seriousness of this issue. These include: 

• An individual throwing a large chunk of ice at an active piece of municipal equipment while it was 
operating. 
• A resident threatening to kill a sidewalk plow operator. 
• A man climbing onto a snowplow and refusing to get off until the driver agreed to plow his road 
next. 
• Two staff members confronted and aggressively accosted in public - one at a gas station and 
another while simply waiting in line for coffee - by individuals angry about road conditions and a 
mailbox strike that were not even related to that municipality. 
• A voicemail threatening to shoot a plow driver with a shotgun the next time the street was plowed. 
• A resident jumping in front of an active plow during a major snow event and refusing to move, 
delaying operations for over an hour and jeopardizing service levels and overall emergency 
response. 

These examples represent only a small sample of the experiences municipal plow drivers and 
winter maintenance crews are facing across the province. What was once occasional frustration 
has escalated into intimidation, threats of violence, and direct interference with equipment and 
operations. 

Equally concerning is that municipalities do not always receive consistent enforcement support 
when these incidents occur. We have heard directly from members who contacted the Ontario 
Provincial Police for assistance and were advised that, unless a physical assault had already taken 
place, the situation was “not a police matter.” Waiting until a worker has been physically harmed 
before intervention is neither preventative nor acceptable. 

62



This gap leaves municipalities and workers vulnerable and sends an unintended message that 
threatening or obstructive behaviour toward municipal staff carries little consequence. It also 
places supervisors and by-law officers in situations that may exceed their authority or capacity to 
manage safely. 

We believe a proactive and coordinated response is needed. Municipal workers and their 
subcontractors should not have to choose between their personal safety and providing critical 
services during storms and emergencies. 

We respectfully ask that the Province of Ontario and the Ontario Provincial Police take a clear and 
strong stance that interference, threats, and harassment directed at municipal public works staff 
will not be tolerated. Specifically, we would welcome: 

• Clear direction and guidance to police services, including the OPP, that threats, intimidation, and 
obstruction of municipal workers performing essential duties warrant timely enforcement and 
support. 
• Recognition that interference with winter maintenance and emergency public works operations 
presents a broader public safety risk, not merely a municipal operational issue. 
• Enhanced coordination between municipalities and local police services during significant 
weather events and emergency responses to ensure worker safety and continuity of service. 
• Consideration of legislative or policy tools that provide stronger deterrence and consequences for 
those who threaten or obstruct municipal staff and contractors. 

Municipal public works professionals are essential workers. They keep roads open for ambulances, 
fire trucks, school buses, and the travelling public. Their safety should be treated with the same 
seriousness as that of other frontline responders. 

AORS would welcome the opportunity to meet with you and your staff to discuss these concerns 
and explore practical steps to ensure consistent enforcement support and stronger protections for 
municipal workers across Ontario. 

Thank you for your attention to this important matter and for your continued leadership in public 
safety. 

Sincerely, 

                                       

Karla Musso-Garcia, CRS-I    Kelly Elliott 
President, Association of Ontario Road Supervisors Interim Executive Director              
Operations Manager, Township of Oro-Medonte Association of Ontario Road Supervisors 

 

Cc (via e-mail) 
Premier Doug Ford 
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The Corporation of the 
Township of Terrace Bay 
P.O. Box 40, 1 Selkirk Avenue, Terrace Bay, ON, P0T 2W0 
Phone: (807) 825-3315 Fax: (807) 825-9576 

 
April 9, 2026 
 
 
Honorable Joel Lightbound 
Joel.lightbound@parl.gc.ca  
 
 
Dear Mr. Lightbound. 
 
At the Township of Terrace Bay’s Regular Council Meeting held on Tuesday April 7, 2026, the following 
resolution of support was passed: 
 
RE: Resolution Regarding Reduced Rate Distribution of Library Resources 
 
Resolution: 88-2026 
Moved By: Councillor Dube 
Seconded By: Councillor Adduono 
 
WHEREAS public libraries play a vital role in ensuring equitable access to information, literacy, education, 
and culture for all residents; 
  
AND WHEREAS inter-library loan services are an essential component of public library operations, 
particularly for small and rural communities with limited local collections; 
  
AND WHEREAS reduced postal rates for library materials have historically enabled libraries to share 
resources efficiently and affordably across Canada; 
  
AND WHEREAS recent amendments to the Canada Post Corporation Act have removed the legislative 
requirement to provide reduced postal rates for library materials, creating uncertainty for the continued 
delivery of this essential service; 
  
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Corporation of the Township of Terrace Bay calls 
upon the Government of Canada to maintain and protect reduced-rate postal distribution for library 
materials through legislation; 
  
AND THAT Council requests that the Minister responsible for Canada Post ensure continued, affordable 
postal access for libraries and inter-library loan services; 
  
AND THAT a copy of this resolution be forwarded to The Honorable Joel Lightbound, Minister of 
Government Transformation, Public Works and Procurement, Patty Hajdu, MP Thunder Bay-Superior North, 
Lise Vaugeois, MPP Thunder Bay-Superior North and all Ontario municipalities for support. 
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The Corporation of the 
Township of Terrace Bay 
P.O. Box 40, 1 Selkirk Avenue, Terrace Bay, ON, P0T 2W0 
Phone: (807) 825-3315 Fax: (807) 825-9576 

Sincerely, 
 

 
J. Hall 
Chief Administrative Officer/Clerk 
 
CC: 
MP Patty Hajdu – patty.hajdu@parl.gc.ca  
MPP Lise Vaugeois – lvaugeois-gp@ndp.on.ca  
Ontario Municipalities 
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